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Bias in Formal Education

Unfortunately most of us leave high school, enter into college and leave college, 
entering into the real world, thinking that the education we received was good and taught 
us the truth about the world, and more precisely our society. A small percentage of us, 
like myself, will have the chance to take a class like sociology and realize that there is a 
serious bias in our education. A bias that favors capitalism, and doesn’t inform us of the 
exploitation and oppression of many different groups in our country, past and present. 
There is, of course, a counter argument to this bias. It is known as education as counter-
hegemony, hegemony meaning, letting someone dominate you with your consent.

There is a bias in our education system, especially in the social sciences 
department. The bias promotes a very positive view of society, it promotes pro 
capitalism, big business, corporations and rich people. There are two main biases. The 
first one is the teaching of ideologies such as manifest destiny, individualism, social 
Darwinism, meritocracy, etc. The rich, mostly white rich, use these ideologies to justify 
what they do and how they treat people. Legitimation also justifies the actions of 
governments and corporations, and finally our education is legitimized by focusing on 
neutral, apolitical topics. The second bias is that, most educators, don’t teach us about 
things like womens and feminist movements and struggles, labor movements, racism, 
sexism, genocide of the Native Americans and the exploitation, oppression and 
dehumanization of all these people. We aren’t told about these things in our education 
because it would be easier to manipulate us, and because of these things we aren’t told 
the rich are making more and the less fortunate are making less. Education has been 
structured to reproduce capitalism and it is biased in a way that helps maintain and 
protect the elites and big business. An example of this is that 64% of the big businesses in 
Oregon pay little ($10) to no taxes. In general education is very political, even though the 
things we are taught are very neutral and apolitical. It is not an accident that we are not 
taught all these things, the main objective is to protect and reproduce capitalism in our 
society.

There is also a bias in the behaviors we are taught in school. We are behaviorally 
conditioned because people believe that humans can be conditioned, as well as animals. 
The classroom is the source of our conditioning, specifically the authoritarian type 
classroom in our society. This involves the teacher being the ruler of the class, very little 
or no class interaction, we are taught to be passive and to not ask questions, there are 
assigned seats, things go the way the teacher wants or no way at all. We are taught 
conformity and to not fight back or question what we are taught. There is white-washing 
in our education system, meaning, in order for capitalism to go on without oppression, 
teachers must condition us to not know what is really going on.

Epistemology is the branch of philosophy that asks the question, how do we know 
what we know? It is a formal version of science. We are taught epistemology as 
hegemony in our schooling by receiving and empiricist education. An empiricist 
education means that  we are taught that facts are knowledge, not exclusively but it is 
dominant, and knowledge is learning and regurgitating facts through memorization. The 
empiricist education leaves out theories and the explanation of theories. Even though a 
big chunk of our education has to do with the social sciences we aren’t taught science. 
Being taught scientifically means being able to think critically, and if we can think 
critically it would be harder to manipulate us and hard to cover stuff up, and we would 
also demand to know the science and research to back up any claim made in out 
education. Unfortunately most Americans don’t have a scientific background. If we are 
taught scientifically, elites and bug business could be de-legitimized by critical thinkers, 
and that is the last thing they want to happen in society, therefore they support the 
empiricist education to protect themselves.

Education does not have to be biased. The counter argument to the bias of the 
education system is the counter-hegemony, or the critique and transformation of society. 
We could use education as an instrument to teach us about counter-hegemony instead of 
teaching us how to be corporate capitalists. We need to be taught to critique things such 
as, poverty and hunger, gender and racial inequality, homophobia, etc. Teaching these 
realities would change things and improve our society. We seriously need to think about 
our values and morals for ourselves and others.

Another part of the counter argument would be, education as a “critical realist” 
epistemology. This is a formal epistemology that is saying, epistemology should be a 
version of critique, theory and science.  One last part of this counter argument would be 
education as praxis and resistance. The concept of praxis says that we don’t understand 
what knowledge really is and it is searching for the theories, research and critique of 
anything. We can use our schools to transform society, resisting the strong belief of 
capitalism in our society and being taught to reproduce it.
 Part of being a human being is being a seeker, a lover of knowledge, almost to 
the level of instinctual drive. We have a responsibility, relative to what we should do with 
our knowledge. It’s not just about getting a job and making money, we are supposed to 
learn, and have knowledge and apply that knowledge to the world to make it a better 
place and pass on from one generation to the next. Sadly, our education does not teach us 
this. It teaches us that we are only in school to get a job, earn lots of money and 
reproduce the status quo. It would benefit everyone greatly to have a non biased 
education but in the mean time, taking a sociology class and having our eyes opened to 
things like how biased our education is, and other social problems, is a start. We can take 
the critical stuff we are taught in classes like this and start to think scientifically and 
question things we are told, and start making a difference. We are products of our society 
meaning, we have been taught not to care, but we can change this.
